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From The Pastor’s Heart . . .
Strange Theories
These are the results of a “Creative ScientiCic Theories Contest” sponsored by Omni magazine:
Grand Prize Winner: When a cat is dropped, it always lands on its feet. And when toast is dropped, it always
lands with the buttered side facing down. I propose to strap buttered toast to the back of a cat; the two will hover, spinning inches above the ground. With a giant buttered cat array, a high-speed monorail could easily link
New York with Chicago.
Runners-Up:
1. If an inCinite number of rednecks riding in an inCinite number of pickup trucks Cire an inCinite number of shotgun rounds at an inCinite number of highway signs, they will eventually produce all the world’s great literary
works in Braille.
2. Why Yawning Is Contagious: You yawn to equalize the pressure on your eardrums. This pressure change outside your eardrums unbalances other people’s ear pressures, so they must yawn to even it out.
3. Communist China is technologically underdeveloped because they have no alphabet and therefore cannot use
acronyms to communicate ideas at a faster rate.
4. The earth may spin faster on its axis due to deforestation. Just as a Cigure skater’s rate of spin increases when
the arms are brought in close to the body, the cutting of tall trees may cause our planet to spin dangerously fast.
Honorable Mentions:
1. Birds take off at sunrise. On the opposite side of the world, they are landing at sunset. This causes the earth to
spin on its axis.
2. The quantity of consonants in the English language is constant. If omitted in one place, they turn up in another. When a Bostonian “pahks” his “cah,” the lost r’s migrate southwest, causing a Texan to “warsh” his car and
invest in “erl wells.”
As creative as those theories are, they are still false.
There are some very creative theories that try to explain away the resurrection of Jesus Christ. “The disciples
stole the body.” “The women who reported that the tomb was empty went to the wrong tomb.” “The appearances of Jesus after the resurrection were mass hallucinations.” “Jesus never died; He fainted and then regained
consciousness in the tomb.”
None of these theories would stand up in court. They are not adequate enough to explain, beyond a shadow of a

doubt, that Jesus did not rise from the dead.
The swoon theory is one of Satan's oldest lies concerning the Resurrection. This theory proposes that Jesus did
not rise from the dead, because He never really died. Instead, Jesus went into a deep coma or "swoon" from the
severe pain and trauma of the CruciCixion. Then, in the cool atmosphere of the tomb, Christ revived, somehow
escaped the strips of cloths that were wrapped tightly upon Him, and then appeared to His disciples.
The swoon theory Clies in the face of the facts. You see, the Roman guards were experts at execution and would
be put to death if they allowed a condemned man, like Christ, to escape death. The guards were certain Jesus was
dead, because when they thrust a spear into His side, it brought forth blood and water. This was their Cinal proof
of His death because this occurs when the heart stops beating.
I never will forget reading about an advice column that featured a reader’s question about the Resurrection.
“Our preacher said that Jesus swooned on the cross and then His disciples nursed Him to health. What do you
think? Signed, Bewildered.”
The response: “Dear Bewildered, Beat your preacher with a cat-o'-nine-tails thirty-nine times. Nail him to a
cross. Hang him in the sun for six hours. Run a spear through his side, embalm him, and put him in an airless
tomb for thirty-six hours and see what happens.”
I would say that pretty much destroys the theory that Jesus wasn’t really dead after cruciCixion. Amazingly
enough, people still subscribe to this theory. Not because it's plausible. Not because it's logical, but because it's
something to hang their doubt on. The truth of the matter is that Jesus Christ has risen!
See you Sunday: Looking Up, Reaching Out, Going Forward.
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