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From The Pastor’s Heart . . .
Warren Wendel Wiersbe (born May 16, 1929) is an American pastor, Bible teacher, conference speaker and a
proliJic writer of Christian literature and theological works. Since the 1950s under several publishing house
labels; he has written and published more than 150 books including the popular BE series of commentaries on
every book of the Bible which has sold over four million copies. (Be Real, Be Rich, Be Obedient, Be Mature, Be
Joyful, etc.)
I learned about his commentary series when I was in seminary. As was often the case, a day at seminary was
not complete until I went to the cafeteria and sat drinking coffee with my fellow pastors. I was just as crazy
then as I am now. One day we started talking about Wiersbe’s books. I suggested we come up with some new
titles. For Genesis we coined “Be Created.” For Exodus it was “Be Gone.” Skipping to Leviticus we suggested,
“Be Gory.”
In his book, The Integrity Crisis, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1991, pp. 75-76, he relates the following story:
Will Rogers was known for his laughter, but he also knew how to weep.
One day he was entertaining at the Milton H. Berry Institute in Los Angeles, a hospital that specialized in rehabilitating polio victims and people with broken backs and other extreme physical handicaps. Of course, Rogers
had everybody laughing, even patients in really bad condition; but then he suddenly left the platform and went
to the rest room. Milton Berry followed him to give him a towel; and when he opened the door, he saw Will Rogers leaning against the wall, sobbing like a child. He closed the door, and in a few minutes, Rogers appeared
back on the platform, as jovial as before.
If you want to learn what a person is really like, ask three questions:
What makes him laugh? What makes him angry? What makes him weep?
These are fairly good tests of character that are especially appropriate for Christian leaders. I hear people
saying, “We need angry leaders today!” or “The time has come to practice militant Christianity!” Perhaps, but
James 1:20 states, “for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.”
What we need today is not anger but anguish, the kind of anguish that Moses displayed when he broke the two
tablets of the law and then climbed the mountain to intercede for his people, or that Jesus displayed when He
cleansed the temple and then wept over the city. The difference between anger and anguish is a broken heart.
It’s easy to get angry, especially at somebody else’s sins; but it’s not easy to look at sin, our own included, and
weep over it.
See you Sunday: Looking Up, Reaching Out, Going Forward.
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